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(57) ABSTRACT

A torque estimation apparatus (12) of a helicopter (10) stores
in a storage apparatus (14) a measurement point that is a
measured value of the torque of an engine (28) with respect to
a measured value of an engine performance parameter that
relates to performance of the engine that rotates a rotor (26)
together with a time at which the measurement point is mea-
sured, generates an approximate expression based on the
measurement point that is stored in the storage apparatus (14),
and estimates the amount of a utilizable torque based on the
generated approximate expression.
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TORQUE ESTIMATION APPARATUS FOR
VERTICAL TAKE-OFF AND LANDING
AIRCRAFT, VERTICAL TAKE-OFF AND
LANDING AIRCRAFT, TORQUE
ESTIMATION PROGRAM FOR VERTICAL
TAKE-OFF AND LANDING AIRCRAFT, AND
TORQUE ESTIMATION METHOD FOR
VERTICAL TAKE-OFF AND LANDING
AIRCRAFT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a torque estimation appa-
ratus for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft, a vertical
take-off and landing aircraft, a torque estimation program for
a vertical take-off and landing aircraft, and a torque estima-
tion method for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft.

BACKGROUND ART

In order to maintain the rotation speed of a rotor and con-
tinue flying, a vertical take-off and landing aircraft such as a
helicopter must constantly obtain a torque (hereunder,
referred to as “utilizable torque™) that is equal to or greater
than a torque required to rotate the rotor (hereunder, referred
to as “required torque”) from an engine.

In this regard, PTL 1 describes a method that, automati-
cally calculates a motive power necessary for stopping flight
of a helicopter as well as the utilizable maximum motive
power in a manner that takes into consideration deterioration
of a rotor system in the helicopter, deterioration or failure of
an engine, and the current atmospheric conditions and flying
weight, and displays the values in contrast with each other to
the pilot of the helicopter. According to the method described
in PTL 1, since the relation between the motive power that is
required for stopping flight and the maximum motive power
that is currently utilizable is displayed on an indicator, the
pilot can determine whether or not it is possible to stop flight
of'the helicopter. In this case, in PTL 1, a method is described
in which the maximum motive power that is currently utiliz-
ableis calculated based on operating parameters of the engine
by a calculation that uses an engine model or the like.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

{PTL 1}
Japanese Examined Patent Application, Publication No.
Hei 5-87438

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, in the case of flying a vertical take-off and land-
ing aircraft in an environment in which there is a possibility
that adherents will accumulate on the rotor blade and the
required torque will increase or, for example, the perfor-
mance of an engine such as a gas turbine engine will rapidly
decline due to the engine drawing in impurities or the like, it
is difficult for the pilot to ascertain the situation concerning
the aircraft in real time. Here, the term “impurities” refers to,
for example, seawater spray or volcanic ash. For example, if
a gas turbine engine draws in such impurities, the impurities
attach to blade cascades inside the gas turbine engine and
cause the performance of the gas turbine engine to deteriorate
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within a short time period. When it is attempted to calculate
the performance of the engine with sufficient accuracy in such
a state that is not a normal state, in many cases the result is not
in accordance with a theoretical value, and it is generally
difficult to estimate the engine performance. Even if a calcu-
lation means that has sufficient accuracy is available, as
describedin PTL 1, it is necessary to detect detailed operation
parameters such as the temperature and pressure inside the
engine to calculate the engine performance. However, there
are few vertical take-off and landing aircrafts that are
equipped with all the detection devices and the like inside the
engine that are required for obtaining sufficient information
for calculating the utilizable torque.

Further, in a case where a pilot is busy with operations to fly
the vertical take-oft and landing aircraft and also perform
other work, and thereafter performs a flying operation that
requires a large amount of torque, it is even more difficult for
the pilot to estimate the utilizable torque that will enable such
a flying operation and to predict whether or not the vertical
take-off and landing aircraft produces the relevant amount of
torque.

The present invention has been made in consideration of
the above described situation, and an object of the present
invention is to provide a torque estimation apparatus for a
vertical take-off and landing aircraft, a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft, a torque estimation program for a vertical
take-off and landing aircraft, and a torque estimation method
for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft that, regardless of
abrupt variations in the engine performance, can easily esti-
mate in real time the amount of a utilizable torque based on
limited engine performance parameters.

Solution to Problem

To solve the above problems, the torque estimation appa-
ratus for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft, vertical take-
off and landing aircraft, torque estimation program for a
vertical take-off and landing aircraft, and torque estimation
method for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft of the
present invention adopt the following solutions.

A torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft according to a first aspect of the present
invention includes: a storage apparatus that stores a measure-
ment point that is a measured value of a torque of an engine
with respect to a measured value of a parameter relating to
performance of the engine that rotates a rotor, together with a
time at which the measurement point is measured; a genera-
tion portion that generates an approximate expression based
on the measurement point that is stored in the storage appa-
ratus; and an estimation portion that estimates an amount of
the torque that is utilizable based on the approximate expres-
sion that is generated by the generation portion.

According to the present configuration, a measurement
point that is a measured value of a torque of an engine with
respect to a measured value of a parameter relating to perfor-
mance of the engine that rotates a rotor is stored by a storage
apparatus together with a time at which the measurement
point is measured. Preferably, the storage apparatus is non-
volatile. The engine is, for example, a gas turbine engine, and
the parameter is, for example, an engine outlet temperature,
an engine speed, and a fuel flow rate or the like.

Further, an approximate expression is generated by a gen-
eration portion based on the measurement point stored in the
storage apparatus, and the amount of a utilizable torque is
estimated by an estimation portion based on the approximate
expression that is generated.
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Note that, in a case of measuring a plurality of kinds of
parameters, an approximate expression is generated for each
different parameter, and an amount of the utilizable torque is
estimated for each approximate expression. Although a plu-
rality of estimated values are thereby obtained with respect to
the amount of the utilizable torque, for example, selection of
a low value is performed to obtain a margin of safety.

Thus, the present configuration generates an approximate
expression based on two kinds of information obtained from
a vertical take-off and landing aircraft, namely information
regarding the torque of the engine and information regarding
a parameter relating to performance of the engine, and then
estimates the amount of the utilizable torque. Therefore, the
amount of the utilizable torque can be easily estimated in real
time based on limited engine performance parameters,
regardless of abrupt variations in the engine performance

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where the measurement point with respect to which a mea-
sured value of the parameter is high relative to the approxi-
mate expression is newly obtained, the generation portion
parallelly shifts the approximate expression based on the
measurement point that is newly obtained.

According to the present configuration, in a case where a
measurement point with respect to which a measured value of
a parameter is high relative to the approximate expression is
newly obtained, the approximate expression is parallelly
shifted based on the newly obtained measurement point. The
fact that a measured value of a parameter is high relative to the
approximate expression indicates a decrease in the torque
with respect to the parameter, that is, that the engine perfor-
mance is declining. For example, in the case of a gas turbine
engine, if seawater or volcanic ash or the like is drawn into the
engine, there is a possibility that salt lumps or ash will attach
to blade cascades inside the gas turbine engine and the engine
performance will decline.

The slope of the approximate expression indicates the rate
of change in the engine performance with respect to the
parameter, and it is considered that the rate of change does not
fluctuate significantly even if the engine performance
changes. Therefore, by parallelly shifting the approximate
expression based on a newly obtained measurement point, the
present configuration can easily obtain an approximate
expression that is in accordance with the decline in the engine
performance.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where the measurement point with respect to which a mea-
sured value of the parameter is low relative to the approximate
expression is newly obtained consecutively for a predeter-
mined number of times or more or for a predetermined time
period or more, the generation portion parallelly shifts the
approximate expression based on the measurement point that
is newly obtained.

According to the present configuration, in a case where a
measurement point with respect to which a measured value of
the parameter is low relative to the approximate expression is
obtained, the approximate expression is parallelly shifted
based on the newly obtained measurement point. The fact that
the measured value of the parameter is low relative to the
approximate expression indicates an increase in the torque
with respect to the parameter, that is, that the engine perfor-
mance is being restored. For example, in the case of gas
turbine engine, even if the engine performance declines due to
the engine drawing in seawater or volcanic ash or the like, in
some cases salt lumps or ash attached to blade cascades inside
the gas turbine engine are washed off by fresh water such as
rain that is drawn into the gas turbine engine, and conse-
quently the engine performance is restored. Further, when
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maintenance work is performed on a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft after landing, salt lumps or ash attached to the
blade cascades inside the gas turbine engine is washed off to
thereby restore the engine performance.

Note that, to exclude the possibility that restoration of the
engine performance is a temporary event, the approximate
expression is parallelly shifted in a case where a measurement
point with respect to which a measured value of the parameter
is low relative to the approximate expression is newly
obtained consecutively for a predetermined number of times
or more or for a predetermined time period or more.

Thus, the present configuration can easily obtain an
approximate expression that is in accordance with restoration
of the engine performance.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where a predetermined number of the measurement points
that are in accordance with the torque that is greater than the
torque when the engine is in an idling state are obtained, the
generation portion generates the approximate expression
based on the measurement points.

According to the present configuration, in a case where a
predetermined number of measurement points are obtained
that are in accordance with a torque that is greater than a
torque when the engine is in an idling state, an approximate
expression is generated based on the measurement points.
Since there is a possibility that a large error will arise in the
case of an approximate expression that is generated based on
only measurement points in an idling state or on a small
number of measurement points, the amount of the utilizable
torque cannot be estimated with a high degree of accuracy in
such a case. Therefore, by generating an approximate expres-
sion based on a torque that is greater than a torque in an idling
state or based on a predetermined number of measurement
points with respect to which an error becomes sufficiently
small, the present configuration can estimate the amount of
the utilizable torque with a higher degree of accuracy. Note
that, the term “torque that is greater than a torque in an idling
state” refers to, for example, a torque of an amount that is
equal to or greater than the amount of a torque when a vertical
take-off and landing aircraft is hovering in ground effect.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where the predetermined number of the measurement points
are not obtained, the generation portion parallelly shifts a
predetermined approximate expression to the measurement
point that is obtained.

According to the present configuration, in a case where a
predetermined number of measurement points is not
obtained, because an approximate expression cannot be gen-
erated, an approximate expression that is obtained by previ-
ous measurement or simulation of the engine performance is
parallelly shifted to a measurement point that is obtained.
Thus, the present configuration can estimate the amount of
the utilizable torque even if a predetermined number of mea-
surement points are not obtained.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, for each of
the torque amounts that are divided into a plurality of seg-
ments, the generation portion calculates an average value of a
plurality of the measurement points for each predetermined
time interval, and uses an average value with respect to which
a measured value of the parameter is largest among average
values of a same segment as a measurement point for gener-
ating the approximate expression.

According to the present configuration, torque amounts are
divided into a plurality of segments, and an average value of
a plurality of measurement points included in the respective
segments is calculated for each predetermined time interval.
The distribution of the measurement points is made uniform
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by averaging the measurement points for each of the plurality
of segments in accordance with the amount of the torque.
Further, even in the case of torque amounts in the same
segment, the engine performance changes in accordance with
differences in the relevant times, and variations arise among
the measurement points. Therefore, an average value of mea-
surement points is calculated for each predetermined time
interval.

Further, even when the torque is the same, the higher that
the measured value of a parameter is, the greater the decline in
engine performance that is indicated thereby. Therefore, by
using an average value with respect to which the measured
value of a parameter is largest among average values of the
same segment as a measurement point for generating an
approximate expression, the approximate expression that is
generated is an approximate expression that has a greater
margin of safety.

Thus, the present configuration can generate an approxi-
mate expression which can estimate the amount of the utiliz-
able torque with greater accuracy.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably the genera-
tion portion generates the approximate expression for each
usage state of a load apparatus that is different to the rotor of
the engine.

The torque of an engine varies depending on the load
applied to the engine. According to the present configuration,
since an approximate expression is generated for each usage
state of a load apparatus that is different to the rotor of the
engine, the amount of the utilizable torque can be estimated
with higher accuracy.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where the approximate expression that corresponds to a usage
state of the load apparatus is updated, the generation portion
also similarly updates the approximate expression that corre-
sponds to another usage state of the load apparatus.

According to the present configuration, in a case where an
approximate expression for a certain usage state of a load
apparatus is updated by being parallelly shifted or the like, it
is assumed that a similar trend exists with respect to a relation
between the torque and the parameter for another usage state
of the load apparatus, and therefore the approximate expres-
sion corresponding to another usage state of the load appara-
tus is similarly updated. It is thus possible to estimate the
amount of the utilizable torque with higher accuracy.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably, in a case
where the torque that increases to a higher level than in anidle
state decreases to a level thereof in the idle state again, the
generation portion resets the measurement point that is used
to generate the approximate expression, and thereafter paral-
lelly shifts the approximate expression based on the measure-
ment point that is newly obtained.

When the torque of an engine that increases to a higher
level than in an idle state decreases to the level thereof in the
idle state again, it can be considered that a flight of a vertical
take-off and landing aircraft has ended for the time being.

Therefore, according to the present configuration, in a case
where torque that increased to a higher level than in an idle
state decreased to the level thereof in the idle state again, a
measurement point that is used to generate an approximate
expression is reset. Consequently, the influence of a measure-
ment point obtained in a previous flight is reduced with
respect to a flight that will be newly started. However, the
approximate expression is not reset. Note that, the term
“resetting a measurement point” means that the measurement
point is not used to generate an approximate expression, and
does not mean that the measurement point is deleted from the
storage portion.
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Further, according to the present configuration, since the
approximate expression that has not been reset is thereafter
parallelly shifted based on a newly obtained measurement
point, it is possible to quickly estimate the amount of the
utilizable torque when a vertical take-off and landing aircraft
starts a new flight.

In the aforementioned first aspect, preferably the torque
estimation apparatus includes a notification portion that noti-
fies information based on an amount of a torque that is utiliz-
able that is estimated by the estimation portion to a pilot.

According to the present configuration, since information
based on the estimated amount of a utilizable torque of the
engine is notified to the pilot, the pilot can fly the vertical
take-off and landing aircraft in accordance with the utilizable
torque, and the safety of the vertical take-off and landing
aircraft is thereby improved.

A vertical take-off and landing aircraft according to a sec-
ond aspect of the present invention includes an engine that
rotates a rotor, and a torque estimation apparatus that is
described above.

A torque estimation program for a vertical take-oft and
landing aircraft according to a third aspect of the present
invention causes a computer to function as: a reading portion
that reads out a measurement point that is a measured value of
a torque of an engine with respect to a measured value of a
parameter relating to performance of the engine that rotates a
rotor from a storage apparatus in which the measurement
point is stored together with a time at which the measurement
point is measured; a generation portion that generates an
approximate expression based on the measurement point that
is read out; and an estimation portion that estimates an
amount of the torque that is utilizable based on the approxi-
mate expression that is generated by the generation portion.

A torque estimation method for a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft according to a fourth aspect of the present
invention includes: a first stage that stores a measurement
point that is a measured value of a torque of an engine with
respect to a measured value of a parameter relating to perfor-
mance of the engine that rotates a rotor in a storage apparatus
together with a time at which the measurement point is mea-
sured; a second stage that generates an approximate expres-
sion based on the measurement point that is stored in the
storage apparatus; and a third stage that estimates an amount
of the torque that is utilizable based on the approximate
expression that is generated.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, an amount of a utiliz-
able torque can be easily estimated in real time based on
limited engine performance parameters, irrespective of
abrupt variations in the engine performance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating a torque
estimation apparatus of a helicopter according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an example of an approximate
expression that is generated by an approximate expression
generation portion according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a surplus torque according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of processing of a
torque estimation program according to the embodiment of
the present invention.
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FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a graph on which measure-
ment points according to the embodiment of the present
invention are plotted.

FIG. 6 is an example of a graph in which amounts of torque
are divided at every 10 units according to the embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 7 is an example of a graph showing peak values
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is an example of a graph that illustrates the updating
of a peak value according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 9 is a graph that illustrates an example of parallel
shifting of'a performance curve that is an approximate expres-
sion according to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a graph that illustrates an example of parallel
shifting of an approximate expression in a case where a peak
value at which a turbine temperature is high is newly obtained
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a graph that illustrates an example in a case
where an approximate expression is newly generated accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating the contents of
updating of an approximate expression with respect to
another usage state of a load apparatus in a case where an
approximate expression of the load apparatus was updated
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a graph that illustrates an example of parallel
shifting of an approximate expression in a case where the
performance of an engine that had declined is restored
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a graph that illustrates an example of parallel
shifting of'an approximate expression in a case where a torque
decreases again to a level thereof in an idle state according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereunder, an embodiment of a torque estimation appara-
tus for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft, a vertical take-
off and landing aircraft, a torque estimation program for a
vertical take-off and landing aircraft, and a torque estimation
method for a vertical take-off and landing aircraft according
to the present invention is described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

Note that, in the present embodiment, a helicopter is
described as one example of a vertical take-off and landing
aircraft.

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a torque estimation
apparatus 12 of a helicopter 10 according to the present
embodiment.

The torque estimation apparatus 12 is provided in a control
apparatus of the helicopter 10, and includes a storage appa-
ratus 14, an approximate expression generation portion 16, a
utilizable torque estimation portion 18, a load apparatus
usage state identification portion 20, a state determining por-
tion 22, and a required torque estimation portion 24.

It is assumed that an engine 28 that rotates a rotor 26 in the
helicopter 10 of the present embodiment is a gas turbine
engine.

The storage apparatus 14 stores a measurement point that is
a measured value of a torque of the engine 28 with respect to
a measured value of a parameter relating to the performance
of the engine 28 (hereunder, referred to as “engine perfor-
mance parameter”), together with a time at which the mea-
surement point is measured. Engine performance parameters
according to the present embodiment include an engine outlet
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temperature (exhaust gas temperature) as a turbine tempera-
ture, an engine speed, a fuel flow rate or the like.

A torque sensor 30 that measures the amount of the torque
of the engine 28, a turbine temperature sensor 32 that mea-
sures the turbine temperature, an engine speed sensor 34 that
measures the engine speed, and a fuel flow rate sensor 36 that
measures a fuel flow rate are provided according to the
present embodiment. Values measured by the respective sen-
sors are stored in the storage apparatus 14.

That is, as measurement points, the storage apparatus 14
stores a turbine temperature with respect to the torque, an
engine speed with respect to the torque, and a fuel flow rate
with respect to the torque together with the measurement
times. In most kinds of the engine 28, and not only a gas
turbine engine, the torque that can be utilized (hereunder
referred to as “utilizable torque™) is restricted by the engine
outlet temperature, the engine speed, and the fuel flow rate.
The utilizable torque is, in other words, the maximum value
of a torque which the engine 28 can generate.

A nonvolatile storage apparatus is adopted as the storage
apparatus 14. In the present embodiment, the storage appa-
ratus 14 is connected to a battery 38 that supplies power
thereto. Consequently, even if the power of the aircraft is
turned off; it is possible for data to be read out to an external
medium 40 from the storage apparatus 14, and maintenance
personnel can utilize the data when performing maintenance
of the helicopter 10.

The approximate expression generation portion 16 gener-
ates an approximate expression based on a measurement
point stored in the storage apparatus 14.

The utilizable torque estimation portion 18 estimates the
amount of a utilizable torque based on an approximate
expression generated by the approximate expression genera-
tion portion 16.

The load apparatus usage state identification portion 20
identifies a usage state of a load apparatus of the engine 28
other than the rotor 26 (for example, an air conditioner or an
anti-icing apparatus).

The state determining portion 22 determines whether or
not the state is one in which the estimated utilizable torque is
sufficient for providing the torque that is required (hereunder
referred to as “required torque™) for hovering (including a
time of landing, at which the flying speed is 0 km). Further,
the state determining portion 22 notifies the result of the
determination to various notification apparatuses such as a
speaker 42 and a display apparatus 44 that are provided in a
cockpit.

The required torque estimation portion 24 estimates the
weight of the helicopter 10 and the required torque based on
the outside air temperature, the altitude, the speed and the
torque while the helicopter 10 is flying.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an example of an approximate
expression generated by the approximate expression genera-
tion portion 16.

The approximate expression generation portion 16 gener-
ates an approximate expression based on measurement points
(data history) from an idle state of the helicopter 10 that are
stored in the storage apparatus 14. The utilizable torque esti-
mation portion 18 then extrapolates the approximate expres-
sion, and estimates a utilizable torque based on a limit value
that is due to a limit of the aircraft that is determined by the
strength of the transmission with respect to the torque, or a
limit value that is due to a limit of the engine that is deter-
mined by an upper limit of an engine performance parameter.

FIG. 3 is a view that illustrates a surplus torque.

As shown in FIG. 3, the surplus torque is a difference
between the utilizable torque and the required torque. In a



US 9,334,064 B2

9

case where the surplus torque is equal to or less than a previ-
ously determined value, the state determining portion 22
determines that the utilizable torque is not sufficient, and
notifies the determined result to various notification appara-
tuses.

More specifically, the torque estimation apparatus 12 is
constituted by the storage apparatus 14, a CPU (central pro-
cessing unit), and a RAM (random access memory) or the
like. A series of processes for realizing various functions of
the approximate expression generation portion 16, the utiliz-
able torque estimation portion 18, the load apparatus usage
state identification portion 20, the state determining portion
22, and the required torque estimation portion 24 are, as one
example, recorded in the form of a program in the storage
apparatus 14. Various functions are realized by the CPU read-
ing out the program to the RAM or the like, and executing
processing to manipulate and calculate information.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of processing of a
torque estimation program that is executed by the torque
estimation apparatus 12. The torque estimation program is
previously stored in a predetermined region of the storage
apparatus 14 as described above.

First, in step 100, the torque estimation apparatus 12 reads
out stored measurement points from the storage apparatus 14.
In the present embodiment, as measurement points, the
torque estimation apparatus 12 reads out a turbine tempera-
ture with respect to a torque, an engine speed with respect to
atorque, and a fuel flow rate with respect to a torque, together
with the times at which the corresponding measurements
were taken.

Next, in step 102, approximate expressions are generated
based on the measurement points that were read out. The
approximate expression generation portion 16 generates an
approximate expression that is based on a turbine temperature
with respect to a torque (hereunder, referred to as “turbine
temperature approximate expression”), an approximate
expression that is based on an engine speed with respect to a
torque (hereunder, referred to as “engine speed approximate
expression”), and an approximate expression that is based on
a fuel flow rate with respect to a torque (hereunder, referred to
as “fuel flow rate approximate expression”). Thus, the
approximate expression generation portion 16 generates an
approximate expression for each of the plurality of kinds of
engine performance parameters that were read out.

Next, in step 104, the utilizable torque is estimated. The
utilizable torque estimation portion 18 estimates a utilizable
torque by extrapolation for each of the approximate expres-
sions that were generated for each of the plurality of kinds of
engine performance parameters. Further, the utilizable torque
estimation portion 18 selects the lowest value among the
plurality of utilizable torques that were obtained for each of
the various kinds of engine performance parameters to
thereby obtain a margin of safety.

Next, in step 106, a surplus torque is calculated by sub-
tracting the required torque from the estimated utilizable
torque.

Next, in step 108 notification processing is performed that
is based on the amount of the surplus torque.

As the notification processing, the torque estimation appa-
ratus 12 causes the display apparatus 44 to display, for
example, a diagram as shown in FIG. 2, the estimated utiliz-
able torque, the required torque, and the surplus torque or the
like.

Further, as the notification processing, in a case where, for
example, the surplus torque is less than a reference value, or
a case where the surplus torque is changing so as to decrease
with time or the like, the torque estimation apparatus 12
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notifies information that indicates that the surplus torque is
decreasing by sound through the speaker 42 and/or displays
such information on the display apparatus 44. In particular, it
is preferable that the torque estimation apparatus 12 performs
the aforementioned notification in a case where the helicopter
10 changed from an idling state to take off and then a hovering
state, and in a case where the helicopter 10 changed from a
cruising state in which the level of torque is low to a flying
state that requires a high level of torque such as hovering.

Furthermore, when performing a landing operation such as
at a time of a decelerated approach, the torque estimation
apparatus 12 may cause the display apparatus 44 to display a
recommended landing method based on the amount of the
surplus torque. Further, when the amount of surplus torque is
small, the torque estimation apparatus 12 may cause the dis-
play apparatus 44 to display a message to recommend wash-
ing the helicopter 10 with water after landing.

In addition to the foregoing cases, the display apparatus 44
displays changes over time in the utilizable torque and surplus
torque or the like in response to a request from the pilot or the
maintenance personnel.

Since information based on the estimated amount of the
utilizable torque of the engine 28 is notified to the pilot in this
manner, the pilot can fly the helicopter 10 in accordance with
the utilizable torque, and thus the safety of the helicopter 10
is improved.

Next, in step 110, it is determined whether or not the engine
28 has been stopped. If the result determined in step 110 is
affirmative, the present program ends. On the other hand, if
the result determined in step 110 is negative, the process shifts
to step 100 to read out measurement points that were newly
measured, and repeat the processing to generate approximate
expressions and estimate a utilizable torque.

Next, the details of the processing performed by the
approximate expression generation portion 16 and the utiliz-
able torque estimation portion 18 (processing performed in
step 102 and step 104) are described taking as an example a
case in which the turbine temperature is mainly adopted as an
engine performance parameter. Note that FIG. 5 to FIG. 11
that are used in the following description illustrate one
example, and the present invention is not limited thereto.
Further, although a method for estimating the utilizable
torque using a graph is described hereunder, it is not neces-
sary to perform processing to actually plot measurement
points on a graph or the like when estimating a utilizable
torque.

First, the turbine temperature and the torque are cross-
plotted (measurement points are plotted) in real time, and
displayed on a graph.

In the example shown in FIG. 5, the x-axis represents the
turbine temperature and the y-axis represents the torque. For
example, in a case where the helicopter 10 transitioned from
an idle state of the engine 28 to a hovering state (in ground
effect), as shownin FIG. 5, measurement points (“x” marks in
FIG. 5) are plotted in a manner in which the measurement
points ascend towards the right, and it is understood that the
state is one in which the torque increases as the turbine tem-
perature rises.

Further, as shown in FIG. 6, for respective amounts of the
torque that have been divided into a plurality of segments, the
approximate expression generation portion 16 calculates an
average value of measurement points for each predetermined
time interval. FIG. 6 illustrates an example in which the
amounts of the torque are divided at every 10 units, and an
enlarged view illustrates an example of measurement points
in a segment that is centered on a torque of 80.
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In each segment, only in the case where measurement
points exist in the relevant segment, the turbine temperature is
averaged based on a set of measurement points obtained
within a predetermined time period from the most recent
measurement point, and the obtained average values are taken
as the most recent turbine temperatures for the respective
segments.

Since measurement points are averaged for a plurality of
segments according to the amount of the torque in this man-
ner, the distribution of the measurement points is made uni-
form. Further, even in the case of torque amounts in the same
segment, the engine performance changes in accordance with
differences in the relevant times, and variations arise among
the measurement points. Therefore, an average value of mea-
surement points is calculated for each predetermined time
interval.

Further, even when the torque is the same, the engine
performance declines as the measured value of the engine
performance parameter (turbine temperature in the present
example) increases.

Therefore, as shown in FIG. 7, the approximate expression
generation portion 16 uses the largest average value of the
turbine temperature among the average values of the same
segment as a measurement point (hereunder, referred to as a
“peak value”) for generating the approximate expression. As
a result, the approximate expression that is generated is an
approximate expression that has a greater margin of safety.

The peak value is stored in the storage apparatus 14
together with a time at which the measurement point that is
taken as the peak value was measured (for example, a center
value of the predetermined time interval). Further, as shown
in the example in FIG. 8, even if measurement points tempo-
rarily leave the segment centered on the torque of 80, when
the measurement points enter the segment centered on the
torque of 80 again the approximate expression generation
portion 16 repeats the processing to calculate average values
of the measurement points and calculate a peak value, and
then updates the peak value.

Note that, although a segment in which the torque is 80 is
taken as an example in the above description, similar process-
ing is also performed for the other segments.

Next, when a peak value of any segment is obtained for the
first time after the engine 28 was started, as shown in FIG. 9,
the approximate expression generation portion 16 parallelly
shifts an approximate expression that shows the performance
of the engine 28 that was previously obtained (a default per-
formance curve) so as to pass through an obtained peak value.
The parallelly shifted approximate expression is stored in the
storage apparatus 14 together with the current time.

In a case where a predetermined number of peak values are
not obtained, as described later, since an approximate expres-
sion cannot be generated, the performance curve that is an
approximate expression obtained by measurement or simu-
lation of the engine performance in advance is parallelly
shifted to an obtained measurement point. Thus, even if a
predetermined number of peak values are not obtained, the
torque estimation apparatus 12 can estimate the amount of the
utilizable torque. Note that an approximate expression
obtained during the previous flight may be used instead of the
performance curve.

Note that although the approximate expression may be
parallelly shifted in either of the turbine temperature direction
(x-axis direction in the graph) and the torque direction (y-axis
direction in the graph), it is preferable to parallelly shift the
approximate expression in the torque direction so that the
utilizable torque that is estimated has a greater margin of
safety.
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In a case where a peak value at which the turbine tempera-
ture is high relative to the approximate expression is newly
obtained, the approximate expression generation portion 16
parallelly shifts the approximate expression based on the
newly obtained peak value.

The fact that the turbine temperature is high relative to the
approximate expression indicates that there is a decrease in
the torque with respect to the turbine temperature, that is,
indicates that the engine performance is declining. For
example, in a gas turbine engine, if seawater or volcanic ash
or the like is drawn into the engine, there is the possibility that
salt lumps or ash will attach to the blade cascades inside the
gas turbine engine and the engine performance will decline.

Note that the slope of the approximate expression shows
the rate of change in the engine performance with respect to
the turbine temperature, and it is considered that the rate of
change does not fluctuate significantly even if the engine
performance changes. Therefore, an approximate expression
that is in accordance with the decline in the engine perfor-
mance can be easily obtained by parallelly shifting the
approximate expression based on newly obtained measure-
ment points.

FIG. 10 is a graph illustrating an example in which the
approximate expression is parallelly shifted in a case where a
peak value at which the turbine temperature is higher is newly
obtained. As shown in FIG. 10, although the approximate
expression may be parallelly shifted so as to pass through the
new peak value, for example, a configuration may also be
adopted in which the approximate expression is parallelly
shifted or the like so that the approximate expression passes
between the new peak value and the old peak value.

The approximate expression after parallel shifting is stored
in the storage apparatus 14 together with the current time.

Further, in a case where a predetermined number of peak
values that are accordance with a torque that is greater than a
torque when the engine 28 is in an idling state are obtained,
the approximate expression generation portion 16 generates
an approximate expression based on the peak values.

Since there is a possibility that a large error will arise in the
case of an approximate expression that is generated based on
only peak values in an idling state or a small number of peak
values, the amount of the utilizable torque cannot be esti-
mated with a high degree of accuracy in such a case. There-
fore, the approximate expression generation portion 16 esti-
mates the amount of the utilizable torque with a higher degree
of'accuracy by generating an approximate expression based
on a torque that is greater than a torque in an idling state or
based on a predetermined number of measurement points
with respect to which an error becomes sufficiently small.
Note that the term “torque that is greater than a torque in an
idling state” refers to, for example, a torque of an amount that
is equal to or greater than the amount of a torque in a case
where the helicopter 10 is hovering in ground effect.

When the amount of a torque is equal to or greater the
amount of a torque in a case where the helicopter 10 is
hovering in ground effect, the values of measurement points
are stable and errors due to a first order lag element of the
turbine temperature sensor 32 and errors due to other distur-
bances are excluded from the measured turbine temperatures.

FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating an example in a case where
a new approximate expression is generated based on a peak
value.

As shown in FIG. 11, the utilizable torque estimation por-
tion 18 extrapolates the approximate expression and, based
on the turbine temperature, estimates a point at which a limit
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value that is due to a limit of the engine 28 or a limit value that
is due to a limit of the aircraft is reached as the utilizable
torque.

The torque estimation apparatus 12 according to the
present embodiment generates the aforementioned approxi-
mate expression with respect to the engine speed and the fuel
flow rate and the like as well as the turbine temperature to
thereby generate a turbine temperature approximate expres-
sion, an engine speed approximate expression, and a fuel flow
rate approximate expression and the like. The torque estima-
tion apparatus 12 then estimates utilizable torques based on
the respective approximate expressions.

Therefore, the utilizable torque estimation portion 18
selects the smallest value among the utilizable torques for the
respective engine performance parameters that are based on a
limit value that is due to a limit of the aircraft based on the
torque, a limit value that is due to a limit of the engine 28
based on the turbine temperature, a limit value that is due to a
limit of the engine 28 based on the engine speed, and a limit
value that is due to a limit of the engine 28 based on the fuel
flow rate, and stores the selected value in the storage appara-
tus 14 together with the current time.

Next, generation of an approximate expression for each
usage state of a load apparatus other than the rotor 26, such as
an air conditioner or an anti-icing apparatus, will be
described.

The above described approximate expression is generated
for each pattern that shows a combination of “on” and “oft”
states of load apparatuses as shown in the example in Table 1,
and a utilizable torque is estimated. The “on” and “off” states
of the load apparatuses are identified by the load apparatus
usage state identification portion 20.

TABLE 1

Load Apparatus Usage State

Pattern Air Conditioner Anti-icing Apparatus
a Off Off
b On Off
c Off On
d On On

In a case where an approximate expression was updated by
being parallelly shifted or the like in a certain usage state of a
load apparatus, on the assumption that the same tendency also
exists with respect to a relation between the torque and the
engine performance parameter in other usage states of the
load apparatus, the approximate expression generation por-
tion 16 according to the present embodiment also updates an
approximate expression corresponding to other usage states
of the load apparatus in a similar manner. As a result, the
utilizable torque estimation portion 18 can estimate the
amount of the utilizable torque with higher accuracy.

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating the contents of
updating of an approximate expression for another usage
state of a certain load apparatus in a case where an approxi-
mate expression of the load apparatus was updated.

As shown in FIG. 12, in a case where an approximate
expression for a usage state of a load apparatus as shown, for
example, by pattern b was updated, the approximate expres-
sion generation portion 16 determines the amount of change
in the utilizable torque produced by the updating. Note that,
the term “updating of the approximate expression” refers to
parallelly shifting an approximate expression or a change to
an approximate expression that is newly generated based on
the default performance curve.
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The approximate expression generation portion 16 then
updates approximate expressions of other patterns a, ¢, and d
with the same amount of change as the amount of change
determined for the pattern b, and stores the updated approxi-
mate expressions.

Note that the approximate expression is also updated when
the usage state is switched, similarly to when switching from
the pattern a to the pattern b. However, with respect to the
update in this case, since the change concerns the usage state,
and the performance of the engine 28 has not changed, the
approximate expressions of the other patterns are not
updated.

Note that the surplus torque changes depending on the
usage state of the load apparatus. Therefore, a configuration
may be adopted so that, in a case where the surplus torque is
small in a certain usage state of the load apparatus, the state
determining portion 22 notifies information to the pilot
through the speaker 42 or the display apparatus 44 which
recommends a usage state of the load apparatus in which the
surplus torque increases. A configuration may also be adopted
in which, in a case where the surplus torque has become
small, the control apparatus of the helicopter 10 automatically
switches a usage state of the load apparatus to another usage
state in which the surplus torque increases, independently of
an operation by the pilot. However, since there is a possibility
that switching the anti-icing apparatus from on to off will
reduce the safety, automatic switching thereof is not per-
formed.

Next, processing in a case where performance of the engine
28 is restored after the performance had declined will be
described.

In a case where a peak value is obtained with respect to
which a measured value of the engine performance parameter
is low relative to the approximate expression, the approxi-
mate expression generation portion 16 parallelly shifts the
approximate expression based on the newly obtained peak
value. The fact that a measured value of an engine perfor-
mance parameter is low relative to the approximate expres-
sion indicates that there is an increase in the torque with
respect to the parameter, that is, that the engine performance
is being restored. In the case of a gas turbine engine, even if
the engine performance declines due to the engine drawing in
seawater or volcanic ash or the like, in some cases salt lumps
or ash attached to the blade cascades inside the gas turbine
engine is washed off by fresh water such as rain that is drawn
into the gas turbine engine, and consequently the engine
performance is restored. Further, when maintenance work is
performed on the helicopter 10 after landing, salt lumps or ash
attached to the blade cascades inside the gas turbine engine is
washed off to thereby restore the engine performance.

To exclude the possibility that restoration of the engine
performance is a temporary event, as shown in FIG. 13, in a
case where average values for which the measured value of an
engine performance parameter is low relative to an approxi-
mate expression are newly obtained consecutively for a pre-
determined number of times or more or for a predetermined
time period or more, the approximate expression generation
portion 16 determines a peak value based on the average
values, and parallelly shifts the approximate expression based
on the relevant peak value. Thus the approximate expression
generation portion 16 can easily obtain an approximate
expression that is in accordance with restoration of the engine
performance.

The approximate expression after parallel shifting is stored
in the storage apparatus 14 together with the current time.

In a case where the torque that increased to a higher level
than in an idle state decreased to the level thereof in the idle
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state again, the approximate expression generation portion 16
resets a peak value that was used to generate the approximate
expression, and thereafter parallelly shifts the approximate
expression based on the newly obtained peak value.

In a case where the torque that increased to a higher level
than in an idle state decreases to the level thereof in the idle
state again, it can be considered that a flight of the helicopter
10 has ended for the time being.

Therefore, since a measurement point used to generate an
approximate expression is reset in a case where torque that
increased to a higher level than in an idle state decreased to the
level thereof in the idle state again, the influence of a mea-
surement point from the previous flight is reduced with
respect to a flight that will be newly started. However, the
approximate expression is not reset. Note that, in this case the
term “resetting a measurement point” means that the mea-
surement point is not used to generate an approximate expres-
sion, and does not mean that the measurement point is deleted
from the storage apparatus 14.

Thereafter, as shown in FIG. 14, the approximate expres-
sion generation portion 16 parallelly shifts the approximate
expression that has not been reset, based on the newly
obtained peak value. Hence, when the helicopter 10 is flown
for a new flight, the amount of the utilizable torque can be
rapidly estimated.

As described above, the torque estimation apparatus 12 of
the helicopter 10 according to the present embodiment stores
a measurement point that is a measured value of a torque of
the engine 28 that rotates the rotor 26 with respect to a mea-
sured value of an engine performance parameter that relates
to the performance of the engine 28 in the storage apparatus
14 together with the time at which the measurement point was
measured, generates an approximate expression based on the
measurement point stored in the storage apparatus 14, and
estimates the amount of a utilizable torque based on the
approximate expression that is generated.

Thus, the torque estimation apparatus 12 generates an
approximate expression on the basis of two kinds of informa-
tion, namely, engine performance parameters obtained from
the helicopter 10 and the torque of the engine 28, and thereby
estimates the amount of the utilizable torque. Therefore, the
amount of the utilizable torque can easily be estimated in real
time based on limited engine performance parameters, irre-
spective of abrupt variations in the engine performance.

While the present invention has been described above
using the foregoing embodiment, the technical scope of the
present invention is not limited to the scope described in the
foregoing embodiment. Various changes or improvements
that do not depart from the scope of the invention can be made
to the foregoing embodiment, and forms including such
modifications or improvements are also included in the tech-
nical scope of the present invention.

For example, although a form in which the present inven-
tion is applied to the helicopter 10 as a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft is described in the foregoing embodiment, the
present invention is not limited thereto, and a form may also
be adopted in which the present invention is applied to
another kind of vertical take-oft and landing aircraft, such as
a tiltrotor aircraft.

Further, although a form in which the present invention is
applied to a vertical take-off and landing aircraft that uses a
gas turbine engine is described in the foregoing embodiment,
the present invention is not limited thereto, and a form may
also be adopted in which the present invention is applied to a
vertical take-off and landing aircraft that uses a different kind
of air intake type engine such as a reciprocating engine or a
rotary engine (Wankel engine).
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Furthermore, although in the foregoing embodiment a
form is described in which one utilizable torque is selected by
measuring a plurality of engine performance parameters and
selecting the lowest value from a plurality of utilizable
torques that are obtained, the present invention is not limited
thereto. A form may also be adopted in which a utilizable
torque is estimated based on only one engine performance
parameter.

Further, the flow of processing of the torque estimation
program described in the foregoing embodiment is one
example, and unnecessary steps may be deleted, new steps
added, and the order of processing changed within a range
that does not deviate from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 Helicopter

12 Torque estimation apparatus

14 Storage apparatus

16 Approximate expression generation portion
18 Utilizable torque estimation portion

26 Rotor

28 Engine

42 Speaker

44 Display apparatus

The invention claimed is:

1. A torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off and
landing aircraft, comprising:

a storage apparatus that stores a measurement point that is

a measured value of a torque being generated by an
engine with respect to a measured value of a parameter
relating to performance of the engine that rotates a rotor,
together with a time at which the measurement point is
measured;

a generation portion that generates an approximate expres-
sion which represents a change in performance of the
engine based on the measurement point that is stored in
the storage apparatus; and

an estimation portion that estimates the maximum value of
a torque which the engine can generate, based on the
approximate expression that is generated by the genera-
tion portion.

2. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, wherein, in a case
where the measurement point with respect to which a mea-
sured value of the parameter is high relative to the approxi-
mate expression is newly obtained, the generation portion
parallelly shifts the approximate expression based on the
measurement point that is newly obtained.

3. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, wherein, in a case
where the measurement point with respect to which a mea-
sured value of the parameter is low relative to the approximate
expression is newly obtained consecutively for a predeter-
mined number of times or more or for a predetermined time
period or more, the generation portion parallelly shifts the
approximate expression based on the measurement point that
is newly obtained.

4. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, wherein, in a case
where a predetermined number of the measurement points
that are in accordance with the torque that is greater than the
torque when the engine is in an idling state are obtained, the
generation portion generates the approximate expression
based on the measurement points.
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5. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 4, wherein, in a case
where the predetermined number of the measurement points
are not obtained, the generation portion parallelly shifts a
predetermined approximate expression to the measurement
point that is obtained.

6. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, wherein, for each of
aplurality of segments of a divided range of the measurement
point, the generation portion calculates an average value of a
plurality of the measurement points for each predetermined
time interval, and uses a largest average value among the
average values calculated by the predetermined time interval
as a measurement point for generating the approximate
expression in each of the plurality of the segments.

7. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, further comprising
a load apparatus provided in the engine and different to the
rotor of the engine, wherein the generation portion generates
the approximate expression for each usage state of the load
apparatus.

8. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 7, wherein, in a case
where the approximate expression that corresponds to a usage
state of the load apparatus is updated, the generation portion
also similarly updates the approximate expression that corre-
sponds to another usage state of the load apparatus.

9. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, wherein, in a case
where the torque that increases to a higher level than in anidle
state decreases to a level thereof in the idle state again, the
generation portion resets the measurement point that is used
to generate the approximate expression, and thereafter paral-
lelly shifts the approximate expression based on the measure-
ment point that is newly obtained.

10. The torque estimation apparatus for a vertical take-off
and landing aircraft according to claim 1, comprising a noti-
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fication portion that notifies information based on the maxi-
mum value that is estimated by the estimation portion to a
pilot.

11. A computer-readable recording medium in which a
torque estimation program for a vertical take-off and landing
aircraft is stored, the torque estimation program causing a
computer to function as:

a reading portion that reads out a measurement point that is

a measured value of a torque being generated by an
engine with respect to a measured value of a parameter
relating to performance of the engine that rotates a rotor
from a storage apparatus in which the measurement
point is stored together with a time at which the mea-
surement point is measured;

a generation portion that generates an approximate expres-
sion which represents a change in performance of the
engine based on the measurement point that is read out;
and

an estimation portion that estimates the maximum value of
a torque which the engine can generate, based on the
approximate expression that is generated by the genera-
tion portion.

12. A torque estimation method for a vertical take-off and

landing aircraft, including:

storing a measurement point that is a measured value of a
torque being generated by an engine with respect to a
measured value of a parameter relating to performance
of the engine that rotates a rotor in a storage apparatus
together with a time at which the measurement point is
measured;

generating an approximate expression which represents a
change in performance of the engine based on the mea-
surement point that is stored in the storage apparatus;
and

estimating the maximum value of a torque which the
engine can generate, based on the approximate expres-
sion that is generated.
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